His car should be in good condition. You know what
happens if you try to stop your bicycle when the brakes
do not work. An automobile is going faster and is harder
to stop. Drivers who go so fast that they cannot control
their cars are dangerous drivers. A driver who cannot
see or hear well needs to be more careful than other
drivers. A driver who is tired, excited, or thinking about
something else or who talks with his passengers so much
that he forgets to watch the road and other cars is a dan-
gerous person to ride with. You know of course better
than to ride with any stranger or with anyone who has
been drinking even a small amount of alcoholic bev-
erages.
As a passenger you can help the driver by sitting in
one place and not crowding him. When he is in heavy
traffic or if talking disturbs him, let him give all his
attention to his driving. Should you see something com-
ing that you think he does not notice, be sure not to
scream or jump or do anything else to upset him.
Some states have very wisely set the legal driving age
at 16 years. This means that no boy or girl under 16 can
have a driver's license. No boy or girl under 16 is allowed
to drive even around the neighborhood. This is a wise
rule because young people may not have the control over
their muscles that safe driving demands. Their eyes,
nervous systems, and muscles may not work together
quite so quickly and smoothly as is necessary to avoid
accidents. Young drivers may be careless and take risks.
Whatever the reasons may be, they have more accidents,
on the average, than do older drivers.
You should never drive without a license or a learner's
permit. If you do, you are, in the first place, breaking the
law. You might have an accident. You might be injured,
or you might cause someone else to be hurt. If you dam-
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